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Upcoming Events 

August 31—September 14—K-5 i-

Ready Diagnostic Testing 

August—September 21—

Kindergarten FLKRS testing 

September 2—PTA Q& A and 

General Meeting 

September 7—Labor Day Holiday 

No School Today 

September 9—Find your BME 

tribe with PTA and Coach Jen 

September 14—Painting with PTA 

September 17—Constitution Day 

September 17—Fall Pictures for 

Face to Face students only 

(another picture day will be set 

for when all students return) 

September 21 –25—Celebrate 

Freedom Week 

September 23—SAC Meeting 

September 28—October 2  - P.E 

Presidential Fitness test 

September 20—October 15—

Kindergarten Colors Week 

Dear Koalas, 

 

It is hard to believe that school has been in session for almost one 

month.  I would like to thank all of our parents and families for 

working with us as a partner in your child’s education. This year 

is a year like no other!  Although parents have always been an 

important part of the school partnership, now you are required to 

be an even stronger partner with us as we work to provide every child with im-

portant learning opportunities.  If you chose face to face, we appreciate your 

efforts and patience with ensuring your children have the proper face covering 

and follow safety guidelines, as well as with arrival and dismissal. If you chose 

LaunchEd, we appreciate your patience as you and the teachers and students 

navigated and learned to get things moving effectively. We also know that you 

are required to take a more active role with your child as the teacher is required 

to teach in various ways. This requires your child to sometimes work on assign-

ments independently and rejoin the group. Your child’s teacher is still required 

to assess students in groups and individually when necessary as well as provide 

some whole group instruction during the day. Students need brain breaks and 

time to stretch.  We are so thankful that you have chosen to partner with your 

child and teacher as a LaunchEd parent. As we continue with virtual learning, 

routines, procedures, vocabulary, understanding and your child’s ability to ac-

cess their work on Launchpad and Canvas independently will improve. As a 

LaunchEd parent of a primary student or a student new to virtual learning, you 

need assist with logging in and ensuring students are in class on time, return to 

class on time, and can get to various applications. This is a part of the partner-

ship and support you need to provide. While we need you to assist with logis-

tics, it is important that you do not assist your children with their content on 

assignments or during a lesson as the teacher needs to see what they know on 

their own. This will allow the teacher to plan for small group assistance or addi-

tional skill practice with the class.   

We are also so fortunate to have devices for every student. With this fortune 

comes great responsibility as families are held financially responsible for any 

damage to a device even if it is an accident. As a reminder, please keep food and 

drinks away from school issued devices (laptops and  i-Pads). This is true for at 

home and at school.  We also need for students not to put stickers on the devic-

es as that is considered damage to the device. When devices go in for repair or 

are returned, a different device will be issued. Devices need to stay protected.  

Please review how to handle and safely care for the device with your child. You 

are your child’s first teacher and we love working together on the common goal 

of all children reaching their full potential. 

Thank you again for all of your support.   

Warm Regards,  

Ms. Gerai Mays 

Principal  



Spotlight on Kindergarten 
Kindergarten is gearing up for a fantastic year of learning! We were so impressed with how all of the students performed 
during live instruction the first nine days of school. Thank you to every parent for your support with this, it is truly appreci-
ated.  We continue to be proud of our LaunchEd students staying strong through live instruction.  It has been so exciting 
welcoming our face to face students back on campus. The students are true champs at keeping themselves and others safe 
by diligently wearing their masks and making every effort to social distance.  During the month of August, the students en-
joyed getting to know their new friends and their teacher through various activities both on LaunchEd and in the classroom 
on campus.  They have been working really hard to learn and adjust to all of the new rules and procedures!  The amazing 
kindergarteners are ready to dig deeper into learning!   



Spotlight on 1st Grade 
First grade has had a very busy August! We have been exploring different ways to read (ask your 
child how they can read words and pictures!), discovering what scientists do and how scientists 
use observations of the world around us to do investigations, and how we are all mathemati-
cians! We have been reviewing two and three dimensional shapes, conducting some fun experi-
ments, and learning what the routines of our school look like – whether we are in class with our 
teacher or on a computer with our teacher. First graders are also starting to explore writing and 
are learning what narrative writing is all about. Since first graders are so creative at storytelling, 
there are sure to be some amazing stories soon!  



Spotlight on 2nd Grade 
The 2nd grade team is so proud of all our amazing koalas! Our students have tackled the challenges of virtual school and are 
growing and learning in so many different ways every day! In reading, we have been using Near pods to help us engage in 
close reading activities with different texts. The students have become experts at asking and answering questions, re-
counting, and identifying challenges and morals in a story. Our mathematicians have been busy learning how to represent 
numbers in different ways, including standard form, quick drawings, expanded form, and word form. We even made our own 
place value works of art using base-10 blocks! We’ve also acted as engineers during some fun STEAM challenges, including 
designing towers using index cards and making our own paintbrushes.  



Spotlight on 3rd Grade 

Third grade is off to a great start this school year! In reading, students are finishing up their first unit on character traits, 
central message and recounting story details. In math, classes are diving into the very exciting world of Multiplication! 
In Social Studies, they're learning about Primary and Secondary Sources. Students are learning about the writing pro-
cess in writing while working on their very first Personal Narrative. In Science, classes engaged in a virtual experiment 
while learning about the Scientific Method and Properties of Matter. In STEAM students participated in the Engineer 
Design Process and built individual student lunchboxes to tie into their Back To School Theme. This past week students 
began working on their beginning of the year i-Ready Diagnostic Tests. It's been very nice having one to one devices this 
year. Finally, students set and are working towards their first nine weeks AR goals. Above all, Third Grade is building 
relationships and setting the tone for a great year! 



Spot Light on 4th Grade 
In our crazy week of i-Ready Testing, we were "full steam ahead" 
and learned a little bit about the force behind hurricanes. Students 
created "Hurricane Shelters" for STEAM. Constraints included us-
ing limited materials and the size had to be no bigger than 12 x 12 
x 12 in length, width, and height. Many of our students even 
"tested" their shelters with water and a garden hose at home!  



Spot Light on 5th Grade 
5th graders participated in a science experiment "Does adding more 
soap make bubbles bigger?" 
They used Dawn dish soap, water, a straw, and a measuring device. 

More Science Fun 
“Walking Water” experiment. Testing fresh water and 
salt water to see what absorbs more. 



 

Spotlight on Ms. A. Guignet’s  

This month in Ms. Guignet and Ms. Espos-
ito's class we have been very excited to 
come back to school! We learned about 
elements of a story, what is science, the 5 
senses, addition and subtraction, 
patterns, identifying emotions, and maps! 
We have learned so much already and we 
are excited to keep learning! 

Spot Light on Enrichment 

What an exciting first week in Enrichment this week!  We did spend a portion of the day with 
each grade level going over classroom expectations along with the mechanics of virtual learning 
blended with face-to-face students!  This included navigating Canvas and Microsoft 
Teams!  However, the students did get a glimpse of a few of our normal weekly activities, chal-
lenges, and routines.  I am looking forward to an amazing year with your kiddos!  

          -Ms. Hucek 

Below are some learning experiences students will participate in during Enrichment weekly ses-
sions: 

 

Integrated Technology 

STEAM Challenges 

Geography Mapping 

Research Skills Enhanced 

Vocabulary Instruction/Building 

Critical Thinking 

Logic Problems 

Problem Based Learning 

Word Problems 

Visual/Spatial Puzzles 

Cryptograms 

Mini Mysteries 

Analogies/Metaphors  

And Much More… 



Spot Light on Specials 

What’s happening in Specials? 

The specials team welcomed back 14 Face to Face classes and 24 

LaunchED classes. 

What’s up in art? 

K and 1st Grade students are learning about the elem ents of  

art - line and shape. 

2nd and 3rd Grade students are beginning a look at art history 
starting with cave art. 

4th and 5th Grade students are learning how  to cr itique artw ork 
and how to plan a composition. 

What’s up in music? 

Kindergarten is learning about steady beat, fast and slow , the 

four types of voices, and percussion. 

1st and 2nd Grades are learning about steady beat, fast and slow , 

and pitched versus unpitched percussion. 

3rd through 5th Grades are learning about the elem ents of m usic, 

specifically form and rhythm. 

What’s up in P.E.? 

2nd through 5th grade are working on fitness. 

K and 1st are working on personal space. 



Koala News Crew 

The new WBME News Crew is in action to deliver the latest news and happenings to all of our stu-

dents and families.  There are some new procedures in place to follow physical distancing guide-

lines and to involve students who are learning from home.  All students and teachers can access 

the news via Canvas. 

 Click on Canvas then click on the BME Student Body/Bay Meadows Koalas course (this is the 

same course that contains LOTS of help guides and media resources from Mrs. Gifford). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Click on Announcements then click on today’s date. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Partners in Education - Bay Meadows loves community businesses!   
Our entire community depends on a successful educational system, therefore education is everyone’s busi-
ness. If your company is interested in becoming a Bay Meadows Partner in Education, please contact Man-
dy Fillenwarth at Miranda.Fillenwarth@ocps.net. 
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BAY MEADOWS “KOALA-TY” MEDIA CENTER 

Dear Bay Meadows Families:  

     Bay Meadows Elementary is proud to announce that we are now a Digital 

Learning School.  This means that we will be blending our learning to include 

digital curriculum, with each student having their own digital device to use at 

the school.  With this new opportunity comes some new additions to our cur-

riculum.  

  

Family Technology Handbook and Help Videos: To assist our families with digi-

tal learning, OCPS has provided a Family Technology Handbook that covers 

many questions and procedures. This handbook is available in English, Span-

ish and soon other languages. There are also help videos that show how to fix 

many common issues that arise with digital learning.  

Visit the Curriculum and Digital Learning Department from the Main OCPS 

website for FAQ’s and to access the help videos and technology handbook. 

 

Classlink and Skyward for Parents: Parents will be able to monitor their stu-

dents' information as well as grades. The Skyward system is accessed through 

Classlink: 

https://parents.classlink.com/ocps 

 

LaunchPad for Students:  This system is a centralized site to access many of 

the programs we use at OCPS. The web address is https://

launchpad.classlink.com/ocps 

 

 

Canvas: This is the learning management system that students will use to participate in a course digitally this 

year. Parents will have the ability to become an observer to view the course of their students.   

 

https://www.ocps.net/cms/One.aspx?portalId=54703&pageId=166332
https://launchpad.classlink.com/ocps
https://launchpad.classlink.com/ocps


     Destiny can be accessed from anywhere, 24/7, helping to strengthen the 

crucial bond between the library, the classroom, and home. Destiny gives stu-

dents access all your print and digital resources, including eBooks, audio-

books, and books available within our Media Center. Please do not check 

out the eBooks so everyone can enjoy reading online and they don’t have to 

wait for 

it to be 

re-

 

 

 

 
 

Listen to Audible Stories 

https://stories.audible.com/start-listen 

 

Listen as celebrities read on    

Storyline Online.Net 

https://www.storylineonline.net/ 

Donations: The Media Center is in 
need of monetary donations as indi-
vidual classrooms request. If you 
would like to contribute to the growth 
of our Media Center to provide books, 
awards, etc., please click on the fol-
lowing link: https://
www.schoolpay.com/pay/for/Gifford-
Media-Donations-/Seh5Z1e. 

 

 

https://stories.audible.com/start-listen%20
https://www.storylineonline.net/
https://www.schoolpay.com/pay/for/Gifford-Media-Donations-/Seh5Z1e.%20%20%20
https://www.schoolpay.com/pay/for/Gifford-Media-Donations-/Seh5Z1e.%20%20%20
https://www.schoolpay.com/pay/for/Gifford-Media-Donations-/Seh5Z1e.%20%20%20


 

All OCPS students have access to an Orange County Library System Virtual Library 



Media Center Policies 

   All Bay Meadows Elementary students are welcome to visit the Media Center and check out 

books daily. The library will have a flexible schedule. Books checked out from the Media Center will 

be placed in a bin for 72 hours before being re-shelved. If you are LaunchED, there are many re-

sources for you, too! Please visit the Bay Meadows Koala Course. There are interactive, Fiction 

and Nonfiction Libraries.  There are interactive, Leveled Reader Libraries, too!  You may also use 

Destiny Discover (directions above). There are no charges for overdue books, however students 

will be financially responsible for lost or damaged materials.  

 Kindergarten students may check out 1 book at a time 

  

 Books are due one week from day of checkout 

  

 Students can choose a book from the Everybody or Nonfiction sections 

  

  

 1st grade students may check out 2 books at a time 

  

 Books are due one week from day of checkout (they can be renewed if they want more time) 

  

 Students can choose a book from the Everybody or Nonfiction sections (there are early chapter 
books in our Everybody section for those wanting a longer read) 

  

  

 2nd - 3rd grade students may check out 2 books at a time 

  

 Books are due one week from day of checkout (they can be renewed if they want more time) 

  

 Students can choose a book from all sections of the media center 

  

  

 4th - 5th grade students may check out 3 books at a time 

  

 Books are due one week from day of checkout (they can be renewed if they want more time) 

  

 Students can choose a book from all sections of the media center. 



As of now Community Outreach is not allowing 

volunteers on our school campus due to COVID-

19. They are working on providing us with de-

tails pertaining to how Volunteers this year will 

be utilized. When we hear more news regarding 

this, you’ll be asked to sign up for “Becoming an 

ADDitions School Volunteer 2020-2021” so that 

you can be approved to volunteer when that time 

comes. 

Please be patient as the safety of our students 

and staff is our top priority at the moment. We 

miss our volunteers and hope that one day we’ll 

see your smiling faces again (even if you have to 

wear a mask, we know your smile is underneath ) 

 

Nancy Pardo 

ADDitions Coordinator 

Parents, 

If your child is participating at Bay Meadows in face to face instruction 

and will be eating a school lunch please add funds to your child’s lunch 

account on SchoolPay.  This will allow us to avoid handling money.  

If your child is bringing a lunch from home, please make sure your child 

can open the containers and packages so that we are able to limit how 

much we touch to assist your child. 

We are not able to heat up  or refrigerate  a child’s lunch.  Please pack 

accordingly. 

Visit www.ocps.net for parent re-

Be sure to visit our school website at 

www.ebm.ocps.net to participate in our Digital 

Open House!  

Parents and Students, 

Be sure to visit the WBME Media Center Canvas 

Course and see all of the helpful resources and fun 

Mrs. Gifford has provided.  There are directions and 

help for all things digital!  Also some great grade 

specific resources Thank you Mrs. Gifford.   

Don’t forget to catch the Koala Morn-

ing News!  Mrs. Fillenwarth and the 

News Crew provide timely news and 

happenings from BME. The news is 

recorded so if you miss it in the 

morning, you can catch it later in the 

day! Thank you Mrs. Fillenwarth 

and News Crew! 



 

 

Spotlight on PTA 

Join PTA today & purchase your spirit wear 

http://baymeadowspta.memberhub.store 
 
Upcoming events 

Sept 2- PTA Q&A and General meeting 

Sept 9 - Find your BME tribe with PTA and Coach Jen 

Sept 14 - Painting with PTA 

Now - Oct 16:  Reflections entries due to PTA 

 

Ongoing events: 

Box Tops for Education (Scan your receipts) 

Amazon Smile (Designate BME as your charity) 

Thanks PTA for a Great 

Virtual Taco Night! 

http://baymeadowspta.memberhub.store



